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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Social Impact

Environmental Impact

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), established by the UN in 2015, aim to eradicate poverty, protect the planet and 
ensure better living standards for every human being. The SDGs targeted by the portfolio are shown above, from the highest 
allocation in the portfolio to the lowest.

Asset allocation
Diversification is achieved by including several asset classes. 
Exposure to foreign currencies is capped at 30%.

Sustainability scoring
Our partner Conser Invest 
SA rates the portfolio for 
sustainability by analysing 
each of the underlying 
companies. We strive to 
maintain the highest score 
(A+).

Investments in sensitive 
industries (defence, nuclear 
power, tobacco, gambling, 
pornography or GMOs) are 
excluded.
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The goal of the portfolio is to yield a positive impact on society and the 
environment in addition to providing a financial return on your investment.

The portfolio, made up of a selection of funds specialising in sustainable development, invests in a blend of underlying asset 
classes, from green bonds to thematic equities and Microfinance.

Through its global footprint, the portfolio can make a significant contribution to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, 
delivering a quantifiable impact through common metrics.



 SDG 2 – ZERO HUNGER  |  5

Target 2.3 under SDG 2 highlights the importance of small-scale food 

producers in building sustainable food production systems and resil-

ient agricultural practices to meet the needs of the world’s growing 

population. While the prevalence of hunger has declined, more than 

790 million people worldwide still live with inadequate access to food. 

To address this critical challenge, this target aims to double the agri-

cultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food producers and 

points to the importance of access to financial services to help reach 

this goal. 

Almost half of BlueOrchard investees currently have more than 20 % 

of their portfolios in agricultural lending, with an aggregate amount of 

USD 5.4 billion lent out in financing to this sector. The vast  majority 

of these loans are to small-scale producers such as the client shown 

above, Ms. Suweeja, a mushroom farmer in central Sri Lanka. 

Ms. Suweeja is a client of the microfinance institution Vision Fund 

Lanka, an affiliate of Vision Fund International, which has nearly 50 % 

of its portfolio in the agricultural sector. Through cooperation with 

World Vision Lanka, Vision Fund Lanka provides technical know-how 

and skills development training for farmers to improve their productivity. 

 

SEF International of Armenia, another Vision Fund International 

 affiliate, has more than 60 % of its USD 24 million portfolio dedicated 

to lending in the agricultural sector. SEF is a long-standing client of 

BlueOrchard’s and since late 2016, we have been working together 

on a pilot outcomes project to measure the changes in client incomes 

over time (see also “SDG 1: No Poverty” for another participant in 

this project, LOLC Cambodia). Preliminary results showed that for a 

random sample of 225 clients, gross income increased by an average 

24 % over a two-year period, with business assets growing by 18 %. 

We look forward to continuing to follow the progress of SEF’s clients, 

and contributing to the doubling of income targeted by SDG 2.  �
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OPPORTUNITY 
At Xylem, sustainability is at the center 
of who we are and what we do. We have 
the opportunity to embed sustainability 
throughout our business to not only 
impact our goal of solving water, but to 
safeguard and enhance the company’s 
long-term growth.

Sustainability Approach

bonhote.ch

Sample investments

Microfinance
Mrs Suweeja is a farmer in Sri Lanka. Her job is 
growing mushrooms. She was able to start her 
business thanks to a loan granted to her by a 
microfinance company which is part of the portfolio.

SRI-themed shares
Water withdrawal is increasing at a faster rate than 
the world’s population. The companies invested in are 
helping optimise use of this vital resource.

Green bonds
Fibria Celulose SA is a Brazilian paper company. The 
green bond that is part of the portfolio has given the 
company the funds to start programmes for managing 
forests sustainably, restoring biodiversity and 
managing waste.
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Impact delivered (for every million invested)

50 tonnes of CO2  
are saved.

108’000 litres 
of water are saved.

40 children are 
provided with schooling.

70 MWh of power is 
generated from renewable 
sources.

80 women 
entrepreneurs receive 
funding.

Volume of waste 
equivalent to that 

produced by 9 
households. 

27 people received 
medical treatment. 
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